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UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY OPTIONS TOWARD GERMANY: WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF VLADIMIR PUTIN'S RECENT ENGAGEMENT OF GERMANY
The purpose of this paper is to analyze the United States of America's foreign policy towards the Federal Republic of Germany, and examine the current rift between the two world powers. The paper will seek to determine whether this deterioration is a direct or indirect result of the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin's, recent engagement of Germany since he took office in March 2000.
The thesis is that Vladimir Putin's determination to draw closer to Europe, and more specifically, to the leading partner within the European Union, the Federal Republic of Germany, has caused foreign relations between United States and Germany to deteriorate. By examining United States foreign policy toward Germany, recently stated policies by Germany toward the United States, and Vladimir Putin's interesting background as a KGB agent in the former Soviet Union while stationed in Germany and his relationship with Germany and their Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, an evaluation will be made. Based on this evaluation we will seek to prove or disprove a connection between Putin's engagement of Germany since 2000 and the alarming turn of events in recent United States/German relations. Upon completion of the evaluation, recommendations will be made to describe possible solutions to the present situation.
BACKGROUND

UNITED STATES AND GERMANY SINCE WORLD WAR II
United States foreign policy toward Germany since the end of World War II can be characterized as a priority within Europe based on the country's location on the continent, military stature as a member of NATO and significant economic position within the EU.
reassurance to the FDR, at the same time, the Germans began to question the rationale for having the United States present in their country merely for the reason of containing the Soviet Union. They were not able to have their own nuclear deterrent and with the almost certain mutual destruction of all parties on the European continent, particularly Germany, in the event of war with the Soviet Union, the country began to experience friction with the United States during the 1960s and 1970s.
Although the 1980s ushered in an era where relations between the FDR and the United States became less than perfect, with a faltering economy which directly led to devaluation of the dollar, a growing trade deficit between the United States and its European allies and Group of Five trading partners (FDR, United States, France, United Kingdom and Japan), and general malaise between FDR and United States on the economic front, the bond still continued due to the containment policies against the Soviet Union. Nonetheless a new sense of independence from the United States was truly in full bloom. 3 With the arrival of Mikhail Gorbachev, and the possibility that the Soviet Union would collapse due to economic weakness and the failure of Marxism, United States-German relations took on a fresh new outlook. With the rapid changes in East Germany during the summer of 1989, and the subsequent fall of the Berlin Wall, the United States was the first to openly embrace the concept of a reunified Germany. The United
States wanted the new Germany to be a full fledged member in all security and economic treaties and pacts (to include NATO) and welcomed the idea of Germany immediately becoming the dominant power once again in Europe. 4 With a reunified Germany, the United States began to redefine its role to best support the new political environment that evolved during the weakening and the eventual fall of the Soviet Union. During the early 1990s Germany saw the United States as more of a partner because its role in NATO was now a security related involvement in European Affairs thus reassuring
Germany that the United States would not be isolationalist with the Soviet threat gone. As the leader in accepting a unified Germany as a member of NATO, entertaining thoughts of allowing other Baltic states to join the NATO alliance, and the importance it attached to their "partners in leadership" relation, the United States showed Germany that their foreign relations were paramount for the future. Federation follow-on to the KGB. Even though he did not particularly want to take on the position he knew it was important to the administration. Putin, almost ten years removed from his service in the KGB, was the first civilian to take over the position. 22 While assigned as the director to the FSB, Putin was charged with completing several cases against persons that were close to the Yeltsin Administration.
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The next position would bring Putin into the world forum. In August of 1999, Yeltsin fired the newly appointed Prime Minister, Sergi Stepashin. Putin had followed Stepashin into the previous position of Director of the FSB. Yeltsin had been, in a round about way, trying to find his successor for years by placing a man in the number two position who could best serve as President. Yeltsin would typically blame all of the problems of state inevitably on six of the seven prime ministers he appointed during his Presidency. 24 The seventh, Putin himself, would be described by Yeltsin to the nation on television as "a prime minister with a future". Another key area which earned thanks for Schroeder at the summit was his assistance in garnering EU support at the tenth Russia-EU conference for initiatives concerning Kaliningrad, the Russia port that serves as an industrial bridge between the EU and Russia. The Social Democratic youth wing, which Schroeder headed up in the late 1960's, was described as Marxist in orientation, and many times was viewed as vehemently anti-American.
Schroeder himself also acted as a defense lawyer to a member of the Red Army terrorist group.
The group's basic tenant focused on Anti-American rhetoric, but more specifically against the German support of the United States' initiatives. In the wake of increased Anti-Americanism, this campaign ploy served to help Schroeder shed his party's 10 point deficit in the polls despite a German unemployment rate of 10 percent. Additionally, it left many nations within the EU puzzled, in their efforts to speak with one voice on specific foreign policy issues. The German leader had decided to chart his own course without consulting the other member nations. This may have been a clever attempt to win votes at the polls, but it also served to widen the gap between the United States and Germany more than any other event in recent times.
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Further complicating the Iraq issue were the alleged comments by the German Justice
Minister Herta Daeubler-Gmelin, just days before the election, that President Bush's strong arm tactics against Iraq were just a diversion from pressing domestic issues and that this was similar to what Hitler had done. Even though Schroeder apologized, and the minister denied the statement and was dismissed from office, the Bush administration continued to act coldly. Zeit. 62 The other factor is the wide spread unfavorable opinion of Bush which currently permeates Europe. Bush is pictured in many political cartoons in cowboy hat and boots, as he deals with the Iraqi President Hussein. This becomes further aggravated in the mind of the average German when Vice-President Richard Cheney and others make statements that the UN weapons inspections are useless and that the United States will have to act alone.
German businessmen are recognizing the growing rift between the two countries, and they want it stopped. A major German business association, BDI, states that the rift must come to a halt because the automobile industry, which is deeply affected by the United States market, is threatened. One in seven jobs within Germany is directly linked to the automobile industry and the results would be dramatic if additional tariffs emerge from the current situation. German soldiers deployed around the world. Fifth, Iraq is not the only problem causing the rift.
The United States still has great issue with both the Kyoto Treaty and the International Criminal
Court which it feels has the potential to diminish its sphere of influence and power. Finally, too much of the American press and thus American popular opinion is susceptible to "Eurobashing".
On one hand the United States supports European cohesion in the form of the EU and other organizations, but on the other hand does not want its own superpower status threatened. On another note, as the United States wields its superpower status it may disregard the opinions of other countries if they do not agree with the US position.
64
American foreign policy has continued to remain steady yet strained in regard to Putin has warmed to the United States, and has ended a long standing resistance in regard to many issues, he is certainly by no means a follower of its policies to the letter. For instance, he continues to champion inspections as the means to an end in Iraq, although he will not prevent unilateral military action by the United States. He also continues to maintain friendly relations with the regime in North Korea during a time of increased tensions on the Korean Peninsula over North Korea's decision to ramp up its nuclear program.
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In the long run, Russia's relationship with Germany, and more specifically with the EU, is less strategically significant then it is with the United States. The varied relations with the EU Schroeder share many similarities that on the surface may be more circumstantial than salient, but are important to note. These include:
• Both have early ties to Marxist thought
• Both champion a multi-polar world versus a United States dominated uni-polar world
• Both agree that the United States should not have a vote on all German and Russian
Foreign policy concerns
• Both at least initially were against United States action in Iraq (the German Chancellor stating he would not support even with UN approval)
• They have worked to close important fiscal deals and symbolic issues dating from World War II (reparations debt reductions, returning lost artifacts, laying wreaths)
• They are embracing enlarged economic agreements benefiting both nations
• They have established large cultural agreements
• They have met with each other over 10 times during less than three years for bi-lateral talks and social engagements 
RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO UNITED STATES POLICY TOWARDS GERMANY
